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A Dream Within a Dream (2014)
Poetry by Edgar Allan Poe
Concert Recording:
2015 KSU Chamber Singers and Men’s Ensemble Concert
KSU Chamber Singers
Dr. Leslie Blackwell, conductor
Psalm 139 (2015)
Passage from Psalm 139:23-24, New King James Bible
VI. Erforsche mich, Gott, und enfahre mein Herz
Concert Recording:
2015 KSU Student Composer Recital
Chamber Orchestra and Chorus
Matthew Richards, conductor
*Der Fischer (2015)
Poetry by Johann von Goethe
Emily Crisp, soprano
Timothy Marshall, bass-baritone
Jakari Rush, piano
Beautiful (2014)
from The Oval Portrait
Lyrics by Julie Mitchell
Concert Recording:
2014 KSU Student Composer Recital
Catherine Flinchum, flute
Jarred Cook, violin
Avery Rabbitt, soprano
Madeline McCoy, mezzo-soprano
Forrest Starr, tenor
Ariel Ginn, piano
Peter Gustav Westin II, conductor
Celtic Roots (2014)
Inspired by Dolores Stewart’s Gaelic poem
III. Sanas na Marbh (Gaelic for "Vexing the Dead")
Crystal Maldonado-Santiago, clarinet
Andrew Niehoff, bassoon
*Vérfürdő (2015)
Hungarian for “Bloodshed”
Brandon Austin, trumpet 1
Jon Klausman, trumpet 2
Kristen Arvold, French horn
Mike DeSousa, trombone
Devin Aaron Witt, tuba
*World Premiere
This recital is presented in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree 
Bachelor of Arts in Music.
Ms. Mitchell studies composition with Laurence Sherr.
program notes
Der Fischer  |  Johann von Gœthe
Der Fischer is a poem written by Johann von Gœthe in 1779. Originally, I was 
looking for a German poem with two distinct voices, since I was commissioned 
to write such a piece for soprano and bass-baritone colleagues. I found it 
relatively difficult to write such a piece until I found this poem. When I saw the 
two distinct characters of the narrator and the mermaid, I knew it would be 
perfect. The music changes as the story does. The narrator, the bass-baritone, 
begins while the mermaid, the soprano, wails. There is a significant amount of 
text-painting, as one can hear the swelling and rising of the waves in the piano 
accompaniment, the deception of the luring nature of the mermaid, and the 
impending doom of the fisherman. 
Celtic Roots  |  Dolores Stewart
Celtic Roots is a three-movement work based on the narratives of three 
Gaelic poems by Louis de Paor, Cathal O’Searcaigh, and Dolores Stewart, 
respectively. This movement, Sanas na Marbh, is the final movement of this 
work. The text was written by Dolores Stewart, a bilingual poet living in West 
Ireland. The poem resonates with images of the battlefield. The excitement 
of battle is depicted through the pulsing mixed meter, constantly switching 
from simple to compound. Stewart also describes a "last-ditch Kyrie," and I 
included allusions to Gregorian chant in the final section of the piece. The 
movement is constantly switching emotions, from the solemn realization of 
what war causes to the excitement within the fight.
Source: 
http://english.chass.ncsu.edu/freeverse/Archives/Spring_2007/poems/
M_Begnal_Irish.html 
Accessed 2014
Vérfürdő
Vérfürdő is a Hungarian word that translates to “bloodshed.” Originally, I 
intended for the piece to resonate with images of a battlefield, but after I began 
composing the work, the narrative went a different direction than initially 
anticipated. The piece still represents a battle, but instead of a physical battle, 
the five-part narrative represents the inner battle one fights after experiencing 
the end of a romantic relationship.
The opening chorale is meant to signify the beauty and calmness of romance. 
The listener can hear the relationship ending as the music transitions, including 
dissonance in chords and rhythm, arriving at the second part, a corrupted, 
bimodal version of the romantic melody from before. With the faster rhythms 
pulsing underneath the disjunct melody, this part of the piece represents the 
inner chaos one experiences when they first experience heartbreak. Another 
transition, with rhythms and styles from hip-hop and electronic music, leads to 
the third section which represents the distraction, or, for lack of a better term, 
rebound from the previous relationship. Although the main character of this 
narrative is attempting to find a distraction, the melody of the original romantic 
leitmotif still lingers in the music. 
In the fourth part, the melody begins to become more solemn, with more 
disjunct rhythms. This is when the protagonist is convinced that this person 
and distraction can provide the same love as the previous person, but in a 
different way. It is not until the last part of the piece, when each instrument 
slowly merges to the single note C, that the protagonist realizes that the 
person in their heart all along was their first love. The main character sighs 
and accepts that their original romantic interest can never be replaced. This 
realization is combined with a feeling of grief, as the notes resolve through 
minor melodic passages. 
Julie Mitchell is a senior at Kennesaw State University. She will graduate in December with two degrees: Bachelor of Arts in Music Composition and Bachelor of Music in Music Education (Choral Concentration).
During her coursework at Kennesaw State University, Julie has been an active 
participant in KSU’s Chamber Singers and Opera Theater programs. In fall 
of 2013, she was the winner of KSU’s Concerto Competition with her SATB 
piece, A Dream Within a Dream, performed by the KSU Chamber Singers in 
the spring of 2014.
Her compositional debut at KSU occurred in 2011 with her SSA a cappella 
piece, Je T’adore Pour Éternité, during the Kennesaw State University 
Festival of New Music. During the 2015 KSU Student Composer Recital, she 
premiered her six-movement cantata, Psalm 139, the largest student-led work 
to be featured at Kennesaw State University. She is working on a number of 
large projects and hopes to premiere them through the progression of her 
career.
Ms. Mitchell specializes in musical theater works, along with written works for 
a variety of ensembles. She plans to continue on to graduate school to pursue 
a career in composition.
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about the school of music
Welcome to our campus! The School of Music is an exciting place to live, 
learn and work. Housed in the College of the Arts, the School is infused with 
masterfully skilled and dedicated performing teachers who care deeply about 
their profession, our programs, our community and every student involved in 
music and the arts. Our facilities are aesthetically functional and well equipped, 
our professional staff first-class, and our motivation perfect; to prepare 
students to be accomplished, creative arts leaders - diversely trained, acutely 
challenged and well-practiced to ensure employability and empowerment to 
take the 21st-century music world by storm. 
Our students come to us from the leading musical arts and honors organizations 
from across the southeast, and as a School of Music, we are dedicated to the 
purpose of furthering the arts and cultural offerings of our region and beyond.
Please take the time to meet our faculty, students and staff. Interact with 
them, talk shop with them - their enthusiasm is contagious whether on or off 
the stage. I look forward to a long and rewarding relationship, and with your 
involvement as an audience member and patron, there are no limits to what 
we can become. If we can be of assistance to you, simply ask.
Stephen W. Plate, DMA
Director, School of Music
Kennesaw State University
`/musicKSU     t@musicKSU     y/musicKSU         @musicKSU
musicKSU.com
Visit musicKSU.com and click "Live Streaming" to watch live broadcasts of
 many of our concerts and to view the full schedule of live streamed events.
Please consider a gift to the Kennesaw State University School of Music.
 http://community.kennesaw.edu/GiveToMusic
connect with us
